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 The events of the past week have brought the coun-

try teetering on a precipice. The credibility of august institu-

tions is shaken. Once again, the Filipinos and the Philippines 

are on the brink of a major crisis. 
 Times like these bring to mind the famous speech of 

a former Filipino Secretary General to the UN, Carlos P. 

Romulo: 
"I am a Filipino ð inheritor of a glorious past and 
hostage to an uncertain future. As such, I must prove 
equal to a two-fold task: (...) meeting my responsibil-
ity to the past (...) and performing my obligations to 
the future." 

 Although it is easy to focus on the "uncertain fu-

ture", it might be apropos to instead fix our gaze on the 

"glorious past". The 150th birth anniversary of our national 

hero -Jose P. Rizal-last June, is a good starting point. Without 

closing his eyes to the evident weaknesses of the Filipinos ð

himself included- he never lost faith in his fellowmen and in 

his country.   
"I am a Filipino. In my blood runs the immortal 
seed of heroes ð seed that flowered down the centu-
ries in deeds of courage and defiance." 

 Indeed, what we badly need is concern for the coun-

try even to heroic proportions. But modern-day heroism 

does not exactly mean bloodshed. It is rather, a quiet but 

productive promotion of the common good over one's own.  
 Fortunately, a growing consciousness of this is evi-

dent. PCCED or the Philippine Center for Civic Education 

and Democracy is one example. In a talk at Tanglaw, Dr. Fe 

Gladys Golo, a representative of the Center, discussed their 

hallmark initiative along this line: Project Citizen.   
 Aimed at promoting citizenship among high school 

students through education, the project starts by first training 

teachers, introducing them to a correct understanding of de-

mocracy, freedom, civic education, etc. Thereafter, these 

teachers tap students who in turn, identify the most pressing 

problems in their society and propose doable solutions to 

them. These plans are presented to the local government 

officials who will decide on their implementation. She cited 

the successful program of the Muntinlupa High School whose 

environmental project "Plastic Ban" has been successfully im-

plemented in the city.  
 Another example of this growing concern is from Hon. 

Patricia Licuanan, CHED Commissioner who has outlined 

what she thinks the Filipinos need:  
¶      a sense of patriotism and national pride--a genuine love, 

appreciation, and commitment to the Philippines and 

things Filipino 
¶      a sense of the common good--the ability to look beyond 

selfish interests, a sense of justice and a sense of outrage 

at its violation; 
¶      a sense of integrity and accountability--an aversion to-

ward graft and corruption in society and an avoidance of 

the practice in one's daily life; 

¶      the value and habits of discipline and hard work;  
¶      and the value and habits of self-reflection and analysis, 

the internalization of spiritual values, and an emphasis upon 

essence rather than on form.  
 We truly are thankful we are Filipinos. But the chal-

lenge is to put this gratitude to the test.  
 As we began, so we end, with the words of Carlos 

Romulo.  
"  I am a Filipino and this is my inheritance. 
What pledge shall I give that I may prove wor-
thy of my inheritance?" 



WYD in Retrospect 
We asked the participants what was 

their impression of WYD 2011 and 

here is what they have to say. 

òWYD is probably the most memorable experi-

ence Iõve had in my teenage years. Aside from 

meeting and making friends with people from 

different countries, I also gained a newfound 

appreciation and enthusiasm for my faith.óñ

Trish Suiza , 3rd year BS Psych, UPD 

òWorld Youth Day was a one in a lifetime experi-

ence. When I think of WYD, I can't help smiling. 

SUPER FUN!! Plus, I got to see the pope. :)ó - 

Cesca Manotok, 4th yr HS, PAREF Rosehill 

òTo say that the World Youth Day was fun is an un-

derstatement. It was exciting, enriching and enlighten-

ing. Seeing people of all colors, shapes and sizes pro-

fess their faith together was really something heart-

warming and memorable. Finally, seeing the Pope up 

close was an experience of a lifetime! :)ó - 

Jessa Bartolabac, 3rd year IMC , UA&P 

òWorld youth day was a truly unforgettable 

experience. Seeing the pope and meeting 

fellow Catholics from all around the world 

are priceless moments I will cherish for-

ever.óñAnna Santos , 3rd yr. HS, PAREF 

Rosehill 

òEven through all the miscommunications that happened to us, seeing 

the Pope made me realize  that it was all in the plan of God. I would, 

in a heartbeat go with the same people to another country all over 

again.óñPebbles Lahoz , 4th yr HS, PAREF Rosehill 

òIt was awesome finding out that there were Catholics in 

such countries like Pakistan and Africa. It gave me a lot 

of hope that one day the world would be united under 

one God!ó- Isabelle Enriquez , 4th yr HS, PAREF Rosehill 

òDespite all the hardships and sacrifices, WYD will forever be 

my greatest experience. I cannot even put into words what I 

felt when I saw the Holy Father up close. I'd relive that mo-

ment any day.ó - Mikee Defensor , 3rd yr HS, PAREF Rosehill 
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òNothing can compare to standing in a crowd 

of roaring, vibrant and united youth from all 

over the world. WYD is definitely one of the 

most surreal and enriching experiences I've ever 

had.ó -Lilay Macaventa , 4th yr HS. PAREF Rosehill 

òIt's actually inspiring to see the pope because 

you will get enlightened and holy. It was very 

hot but it was worth it in the end.ó - Andie 

Crucillo , 3rd yr HS, PAREF Rosehill 

òWorld Youth Day was amazing. It was really nice 

seeing the youth united in their faith and offering 

up sacrifices for God. It is an experience I will 

never forget.óñSea Reyes, 3rd yr HS, PAREF Rosehill 

òWorld youth day made my relationship with God stronger. I 

learned to be more independent and it is an experience I will 

cherish forever.óñ Nikka Guevara , 3rd yr HS, PAREF Rosehill 

òIf it werenõt for WYD, the people around Madrid 

would have been called crazyñwho would walk un-

der the intense heat? And it it werenõt for the vigil and 

the Massñnot to mention how special it is because 

the Holy Father was the one presidingñthe people in 

Cuatro Vientos would have been called madñdid 

they go there just to catch a cold? Well, this is for all 

of us to see that WYD is worth sacrificing for.óñ

Sheena Sablan, 1st year BS Architecture, UPD 

òFun, truly faith-enriching, and a meaningful 

finale to my teenage years.ó - Mabel Africa , 4th 

yr BS Philosophy, UPD 



Meaningful engagement. This, in a nutshell, is the message of Ms. Camille 

Diola, the Media and Web Administrator of the University of Asia and 

the Pacific in a talk last 23 July. Dubbed òSocial Media and Gen-Yó, 

Camille made clever use of the Woody vs. Buzz conflict in the famous 

animation Toy Story to present two sides of the issue on social media. 

Woody, the first and oldest toy of Andy, stands for the traditional media 

while Buzz, the new toy in 

the block, represents the 

new 

communication technologies. 

 

People tend to think we 

must make a choice between 

the two. But synergy is the better option. 

 

Optimum use of social media requires recog-

nizing its role and its proper place. Judicious 

use means being discriminating about content 

uploaded. They have to contribute to general 

knowledge and well-being, by being in line with 

the truth. And, on line activity must not re-

place nor overtake real world and real time activities and above all, relationships. 

Statistics and our personal experiences show that social media does not show signs of 

slowing down, so the best is, to ride the wave, òto infinity and beyond. ò 

Social Media andGen-Y 

 October 6, 2011  marked the 46th anniversary of the arrival of the women members of Opus Dei in the Philippines. 

Lali Sastre, who hails from Spain and is one of the first three to arrive, graced ETC with her presence on that day. 

She talked about her encounters with the Founder particularly on the day when he gave them the blessing before leaving for 

the Philippines. She said that meeting a saint was really a one-of-a-kind experience. 

 With very little knowledge of the country and of the language, but with a lot of faith, she and two others set out for 

the South East. Save for a few mishaps which she laughingly recalls, they survived and 

Tanglaw is a witness to that. It is one of the Centers that they have put up to provide 

formation for young women. 

 Also in the get together was Annie Ranoa. She recalled meeting Opus Dei 

members for the first time while teaching at UP and was deeply impressed with their 

cheerfulness. Not long after, she joined Opus Dei, becoming one of the first few Filipina 

members. 

 Annie also stressed the role of the Administration in Opus Dei ðreferring to 

the staff who supervises the material upkeep of the Centers.  Early on, she did not have 

any qualms giving up teaching to dedicate herself to work in the Administration. She 

explained that this work is like that of a good mother who looks after all the details in 

the home, making sure that the meals are served on time, clothes are laundered well, 

the house is kept tidy, and the children are well taken care of. 

 Forty six  years after, it was clear to see that the sense of Divine Adventure 

is still very much present in these wonderful ladies.  An enticing adventure indeed. 

Divine Adventure 



There Be D ragons 

  Last September 24, 2011 , the Tanglaw Catechism Club, in 

coordination with the Archdiocese of Cubao, held a dental- medical mis-

sion at the gym of Barangay Horseshoe, Quezon City. Volunteer doctors, 

dentists, and nurses attended to the health needs of an estimated 300 

residents of the neighborhood. Free teaching sessions on proper hand 

washing and tooth brushing were offered as well. As the corporal 

needs of the patients were attended to, members of the Catechism 

Club took the chance to address the spiritual needs of the children 

present by reading Bible stories to them and educating them about the 

sacrament of reconciliation. 
 òGenerosity reaches out both ways,ó says Agapi 

Miral, a volunteer catechist. òWe were able to help 

out the people in need, and we were given the op-

portunity to share our talents and knowledge.ó 

URBANS 

By: Ria Miral 

òAside from Joffeõs insightful and committed storytelling, the film benefits 

from Charlie Coxõs felt and textured portrayal of the young-adult Jose-

maria Escriva. Itõs an instructive combination of spirituality and strong 

physicality, and makes sanctity even more relevant to and òachievableó 

for Christians today.ó (Nestor U. Torre, Philippine Daily Inquirer)  

Movie Reviews  

òOn the whole Joffe suggests that òonly by acknowledging and dealing with those 

ôdragonsõ can we escape the cycle of vengeance and dehumanization which so 

marked the twentieth century and todayõs worldó. This is ôwhat St. Josemaria was 

teaching again and again, to people going through agonizing experiences: to con-

nect to the humanity not only of those who are suffering but also of those who are 

causing them to sufferõ.ó (Atty. Jose Sison, Philippine Star)  

òThere Be Dragonõs ultimate point is not alone the saintly virtues of 

Josemaria Escriva, but what he imparts: that it is in slaying our fiercest, 

biggest dragonsñof pride and of prejudiceñthat makes us healed and 

whole. Certainly, the center of humanity is man, where greatness re-

sides, and forgiveness abounds.ó (Hernani Pizarro Geronimo, Manila 

Bulletin)  

The movie is about us, finding our own dragons.  
Where are our dragons? They reside in those parts of 

ourselves we are worried about voyaging into. 

--Director Roland Joffe on  

'There Be Dragons'  

Dragons.ph is an online community 

advocating cinema as a tool for 
change. By spreading the message of 
the film, we hope to help others 

discover and overcome the dragons in 

their lives.   

http://entertainment.inquirer.net/byline/nestor-u-torre
http://entertainment.inquirer.net/sources/philippine-daily-inquirer

